
 

Note: Agenda is subject to change. Please be aware that photos may be taken at the meeting & posted online. 

NMHC Leadership Forum on Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
May 08, 2023 

Four Seasons Chicago 
 

Preliminary Agenda 
(As of April 27, 2023) 

 
9:45 – 10:30 a.m.   Registration  
 

10:30 – 10:40 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Speaker: Betsy Feigin Befus, Senior Vice President, General  

Counsel and Strategic Initiatives, NMHC 
 
10:40 – 11:30 a.m.   Diversifying the Talent Ecosystem: Strategies for Progress in Senior  

Leadership Positions 
Moderator: Betsy Feigin Befus, Senior Vice President, General  

Counsel and Strategic Initiatives, NMHC 
Speakers:  Catherine Carraway, EVP and Chief Human Resources  

Officer, Equity Residential 
Cindy Joseph, Founder and CEO, The Cee Suite 
Carrie Nowicki, Chief Operating Officer, Centers for 
Leadership Excellence, Ferguson Charitable Foundation 

 
11:30 – 11:40 a.m.  NMHC Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Toolkit: Executing an  

Organizational Commitment 
Speaker: Julianne Goodfellow, Vice President, Government  

Affairs, National Multifamily Housing Council 
 

11:40 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Access to Capital and Credit for Underrepresented Firms: Progress and  
Challenges  
Moderator: Daryl Carter, Founder, Chairman, and CEO, Avanath 

Capital Management 
Speakers:  Alecia Hill, VP – Impact Investing, FCP 
  Cecily King, Founder, Kipling Development, Associate  

Professor of Professional Practice at Columbia  
University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning  
and Preservation 
Vince Toye, Managing Director, Head of Community  
Development Banking & Head of Agency & OBS  
Lending, JP Morgan 
 

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.  Networking Break with Lunch 



   
 

   
 

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.  Progress Report and Roundtable Discussion on NMHC’s Industry  
Framework for Racial Equity and Economic Inclusion 
Moderator: Laurie Baker, Chief Operating Officer, Camden, NMHC 

Secretary and, NMHC DEI Committee Chair 
Speakers: Jeffrey Coles, VP - National Client Services, Berkadia 
 Kevin Donnelly, Vice President, Government Affairs, 

Technology and Strategic Initiatives, National 
Multifamily Housing Council 

 Kenny Emson, COO, National Multifamily Housing 
Council 

 Jennifer Hill, Chief People Officer & General Counsel, 
PeakMade Real Estate 

 Rock Irvin, Chief Commercial Officer, SupplierGateway 
 
2:30 p.m.    Forum Adjourns 
 
 


